
Defeating Jezebel 

Week 7 – Persecuting True Prophets 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (Revelation 2:7) 

Read 1 Kings 18:1-40 

Elijah was the prophet during the reign of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel.     

What is a prophet?   

A prophet is an inspired messenger of God.  They are God’s servants (Zech 1:6), God’s messengers (2 
Chronicles 36:15), Holy prophets (Luke 1:70), Holy men (2 Peter 1:21), watchmen (Ezek 3:17), and 
prophets of God (Ezra 5:2).  The messages they carry are centered in Christ (Luke 10:24), interpreted by 
Christ (Luke 24:27,44), united in testimony (Acts 3:21,24), contains grace and salvation (1 Peter 1:9-12) 
and abiding in revelation (Matt. 5:17,18). 

Elijah was a prophet to the nation of Israel.  He wasn’t the only prophet during this time.  In Jezebel’s 
attempt to hush the truth that was being preached, she killed many of God’s prophets.  Her goal was to 
silence anyone who spoke out against the god that she served, and anyone who refused to worship Baal.   
To those who went against her authority in an attempt to submit to the Supreme Authority, she killed.  But 
to those who bowed to her god, and preached to the nation what she wanted them to, which by the way 
was also what the people wanted to hear, feasted at her table daily (1 Kings 18:19).  While this was going 
on, Obadiah who was an officer that managed Ahab’s property, who was a God fearing man, hid 100 of 
God’s true prophets in 2 caves (1 Kings 18:4).  He fed them, and gave them water.  It was not enough 
that Obadiah feared God; he also took action in protecting and feeding God’s people who were devoted 
to God whole heartedly.   

When Jezebel cut off and killed God’s prophets, God cut off the necessities by the extremity of the 
drought (the drought lasted 3 years and 6 months).  False prophetic voices ruled the nation, while the true 
prophetic voice was cut off.  

The False Voice  

There were 450 false prophets that worshipped Baal, and 400 that worshiped a Canaanite goddess, 
Asherah (1 Kings 18:19).  These were men who knew of God, had heard and maybe even seen of His 
wondrous provision on behalf of Israel, and still chose not to worship Him as God.  Could it be that they 
had a hidden agenda of self?  Maybe for financial gain?  Maybe social acceptance?  We can’t say for 
sure, as the Bible doesn’t give detail about it.  But we do know that as long as they kept Jezebel’s 
agenda, they were well taken care of.  

This spirit of Jezebel is still alive today.  Jennifer LeClaire shares in her book that, “Too many Christians 
are too dependent on prophets to tell them what God is saying in these times.  I know because 
people write me often asking for prophetic words.”  She also shares that “enticing prophets with material 
things, money, and status perks is part of Jezebel’s plan in the last days just as it was in the Old 
Testament”.  1 John 2:16 says, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh [craving for sensual 
gratification] and the lust of the eyes [greedy longings of the mind] and the pride of life [assurance in 
one’s own resources or in the stability of earthly things], these do not come from the Father but are from 
the world [itself] (Amplified).”  We are to resist pride, greed, and the immorality in our heart.   



Reflect – When King Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, she sent a messenger to Elijah to tell him 
that she wanted him dead.  Elijah had just been used by God in a mighty way!  But this threat from 
Jezebel scared him and he fled (1Kings 19:2-3).  The social culture, in which we live today, has not 
changed much from the days of Elijah.  It is not a popular thing to stand against sexual immorality.  It is 
not favored upon to speak out against sin, and preach repentance (in a loving way of course).  Does this 
keep you from standing for truth?  And if so why? 

We talked a little about this in a previous study, but Elijah asked the people, how long are you going to be 
on the fence?  If you believe that God is the real God, than be committed in your devotion to Him!  Don’t 
be divided in your heart.  What holds you back from serving Christ in every area of your life?   

Confess – Jesus criticized the church of Laodicea for being indifferent (Revelation 3:14-22).  Meaning, 
they were “unconcerned” about the things of God.  They were uninterested, uninvolved, and uninspired.  
Their attitude was like “whatever”.  They were casual in their relationship with Him.  They essentially 
practiced religion, but again, lacked the power that comes from having a relationship with Jesus.  Instead 
of being on fire for the things of the Lord they were lukewarm in their relationship with Him.  

His instruction to them was to repent of this attitude and be zealous!   

Be passionate about the things of God!   

Be dedicated!  Be enthusiastic!  Be devoted, and committed to Him in every area of your life! If this is 
what you desire, will you need to make changes in your life and in your attitude? 

My prayer for myself has always been that I never lose my wonder of who Jesus is.  That is my prayer for 
you also! Be a woman amongst women, and a leader amongst leaders!  Be fierce in your walk with Him 
Beloved! 

 


