
Defeating Jezebel 

Week 5 – Jezebel’s Religion 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (Revelation 2:7) 

According to Google, religion is a particular system of faith and worship.  Our culture typically refers to 
religion as a person’s belief, their faith.  Religion essentially is a manmade institution with manmade rules, 
and manmade practices.  If you are Christian, if someone told you that you are a religious person, the first 
thing that might come to your mind is the Pharisees, and the Sadducees.  These were the religious 
leaders during the time Jesus walked the earth as man who refused to believe He was the Messiah, the 
Savior that came to save mankind from our sins.  These religious leaders were lovers of display (Matthew 
23:5-7), they upheld “traditions” (Mark 7:3, 5-8), and as we talked about in an earlier study, were very 
concerned with outward appearances (Matthew 23:23).  Jesus called out these religious folks and called 
them hypocrites, even saying,  

“This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me, and in vain they worship Me, 
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men” (Mark 7:6-7).  

I think that it would be safe to say, no one wants to be associated with being religious. Jesus invites us 
into relationship with Him. He says, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). 

Jennifer LeClaire writes in her book that, “Religion can also be deceptive, it can even be deadly”. She 
also says that “wars first began in the spirit”. What does this mean? Ephesians 6:12 says, “For we are not 
wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, 
against the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the world ruler of this present darkness, against 
the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere, (Amplified).  Meaning, the Christian 
life is a struggle, and it does require discipline, obedience, decision and effort.  The enemy we fight is not 
flesh and blood but against the devil and his crew (spirits and principalities).  Yes, the enemy is 
superhuman, but he is not all powerful!....Rejoice in that truth! 

Example of this: 

If you look throughout history, you will see many examples of how “religion” has ruled amongst a group of 
people. Consider Jim Jones.  He was a self – ordained Christian Minister, who founded what was called 
the Peoples Temple Church.  His followers placed their trust in him, and worshipped him.  “Jones ordered 
his followers to commit what he said was a revolutionary act by drinking cyanide-laced juice.  This tragedy 
was marked the single largest loss of U.S civilian lives in a non-natural disaster (prior to 9/11, 
history.com)”.  

“Then there’s The Family International which is known as Children of God. The Family practiced an 
evangelistic method known as “flirty fishing” that used sex to win souls.  In fact, the United Kingdom’s 
High court of Justice ruled there was “widespread sexual abuse of young children and teenagers by adult 
members of The Family” (Jennifer LeClaire).  

Can you see how the spirit of Jezebel has had influence on the two examples mentioned above?  Can 
you see control, manipulation, deceit, idolatry, and sexual immorality?  When you choose to follow man’s 
doctrines, and worship man (referring to mankind), you choose to make a decision to give the place of 
devotion that we were fashioned to give to God, and He alone, to someone or something else, and this is 
idolatry…the Jezebel deception begins with idolatry.  



 

Read Romans 1:20-32 

Let us to take a look closely at Romans 1:21, the Bible says, “Because when they knew and recognized 
Him as God, they did not honor and glorify Him as God or give Him thanks.  But instead they became 
futile and godless in their thinking [with vain imaginings, foolish reasoning, and stupid speculations] and 
their senseless minds were darkened” (Amplified).   

It’s interesting that Paul says in Romans 1:21 that when we don’t glorify, exalt, bring praise to the Lord, 
nor do we express gratitude, and thanksgiving, but instead we in our thoughts become pointless, useless, 
and ineffectual, this will darken out heart (I’m paraphrasing). Darken here has the same Greek meaning 
as the word “obscure”, think if it this way, just as the clouds obscure the light of the sun, our lack of 
honoring, acknowledging, and bringing praise to God, will obscure His light in our life and this will darken 
our hearts! We cannot merely put on the appearance of being religious, yet lack in the power that comes 
only from a true and intimate relationship with Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 5).  

Paul has particularly harsh words for those who engage in the sins of homosexuality and idolatry 
(Romans 1:26-27). “These people, he writes, go against God’s design for human sexuality, and in doing 
so will experience drastic consequences for their behavior.  It’s also important to make note that all life-
styles are not acceptable, alcoholism, materialism, religiousness etc. Those who engage in such 
behaviors should come to God in confession and repentance and ask for His forgiveness and healing.  
And for the church to understand that while homosexuality is a sin, it is a forgivable sin.  Jesus’ death on 
the cross paid for the sin of homosexuality, pride, lust, greed, and hate, and all other sins. And the church 
is a HOSPITAL FOR SINNERS not a showcase for saints” (Student’s Life Application Bible). 

Reflect – Repentance must be more than a vocal proclamation. It must be real, true, genuine, and 
constant resulting in a radical change of life!  Ask yourself, do you have a form of religion, or do you 
have a true relationship with Jesus Christ? Do your worship, prayer time, and reading of His Word carry 
into the four walls of your home, and overflow into every area of your life? 

Confess – I love that when and if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).  And the Holy Spirit helps us to live a life from a 
standpoint of being an overcomer! 

He is the pursuer of your soul Beloved! Who will go to the deepest, greatest depths to reach you 
wherever you are! We could never comprehend the magnitude of His love for us! Be blessed! 

 

 


