
Defeating Jezebel 

Week 4 – Riding the Back of Babylon 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (Revelation 2:7) 

What is Babylon and what does it have to do with the spirit of Jezebel?  I’m glad you asked!  Babylon was 
a city in the Old Testament that was built by a man named Nimrod (Genesis 10:9, 10).  It is first known as 
the city of Babel.  It was a magnificent city (Isaiah 13:19, Isaiah 14:4).  It was also ruled by King 
Nebuchadnezzar and was at its greatest power under his leadership.  However, Babylon is used in 
scripture as a symbol of all evil.  Why?  The city was inhabited by a people who were enslaved by magic 
(Isaiah 47:1, 9-13).  They were a people who were very idolatrous (Jeremiah 50:35, 38).  They 
worshipped images carved out of wood, these images that could do nothing for them.  Babylon is also 
described as being sacrilegious meaning, they blasphemed (they disrespected, cursed) the Lord with 
their actions (Daniel 5:1-3) and got caught up in the pursuit of power and pleasure.  Babylon believed in 
its own greatness and claimed to be the only power on earth. Leading the people away to worship, 
serve idols, and were sexually perverted.  

Read Revelation 17:1-18 

The Babylon of the New Testament in the book of Revelation is called “Mystery Babylon”.  As the ancient 
Babylon that you read about above led people away from God and into idolatry and wickedness, so the 
“harlot” (the unfaithful one), as the Bible describes this “Mystery Babylon”, sets the nations again Him.  
The great harlot, identified with Babylon, is a powerful and wealthy center of human civilization that leads 
the kings and all the earth in rebellion against God.  As you study this, I want you to keep in mind, when 
we talk about Babylon, it’s more than a seducing spirit, it manifests in the world’s system.  So, think of it 
like this, Babylon is the worldwide religious, political and economic system personified in the book of 
Revelation.  Jezebel is a spirit, and “Mystery Babylon” is the world’s system through which it works. Any 
worldview mentality, or philosophy, that sets itself up against the Word of God and His teachings, is 
against Him.   

Why is this so important and so very relevant for us today? All believers are in a war that will determine 
their allegiance: Jesus Christ or the world.  Will we obey the lusts of the flesh, and the pride of life?  Or 
will we obey the Word of God and the Holy Spirit?  

Israel repeatedly put its trust in idols hoping to receive provision, and forged alliances with other 
idolatrous nations in exchange for protection.  This hurt the heart of God.  Israel was supposed to stand 
for God, not compromise.  In Ezekiel chapter 8, the Lord is taking Ezekiel to the temple to show him how 
the spiritual leaders have covered the walls in the temple with many kinds of animal carvings that they 
worshipped.  Judah’s treaties with the nations required worship of those nations’ animal gods (this is the 
compromise).  And the Lord tells Ezekiel in verse 8:6, “Son of man, do you see what they are doing, the 
great abominations that the house of Israel commits here, to make Me go far away from My sanctuary?”  
Because of the idolatry the Israelites were committing, there was no place for the presence of God to 
dwell amongst them.  Ultimately, the presence of the Lord reluctantly left.  

Reflect – Anything which we keep in our hearts in the place which Jesus should have…..is an idol, 
whether it be an image of wood or stone or gold, or whether it be money, or desire for fame, or love of 
pleasure, or some secret sin which we will not give up. These things, instead of contributing to our 
spiritual development, they rob us of our thoughts, time, energy, and devotion to God. If Jesus does not 
fully occupy the highest place in our hearts, controlling all…… something else does, and that something 
would be an idol.  The Lord asked the people in Joshua 24:15 to “choose for yourselves this day whom 
you will serve”. Think about that scripture, and ask yourself, to whom do I look to for security and 
happiness? To whom do I look to for ultimate truth?  Who is in charge of my future?  Whom do I ultimately 



trust? Ask yourself, do you stand for God, or have you compromised in certain areas of your life?  We are 
to be aware of what’s going on in our world, our government, how the ways of “Babylon” would want to 
come in and deceive us.   

Confess - Just as the Lord revealed the abominations of the leaders of Judah to Ezekiel, the Holy Spirit 
works with us in a similar way, revealing sin that lurks in our life.  How comfortable would you feel if God 
held an open house in your heart today? 

Remember, that He gave His life so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings to, relies on) Him shall not 
perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life John 3:16 Amplified.  “Even as [in 
His love] He chose us [actually picked us out for Himself as His own] in Christ before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy (consecrated and set apart for Him) and blameless in His sight” 
Ephesians4:1 Amplified.  Cling to Him Beloved! Trust and rely on Him!  Erin Davis said, “Part of 
surrendering our lives to Christ is giving Him ownership of everything including our lives.”  Be blessed! 

  

  

 


