
Defeating Jezebel 

Week – 3 The Depths of Satan 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (Revelation 2:7) 

It seems ironic that this spirit of Jezebel would dwell in the church at Thyatira, when it was growing, and 
active, and miracles were taking place.  The church was on fire for the cause of Christ.  As we studied last 
week, Jesus commended them for their love, love in acts of service, their patience and their faith…..let 
this be a lesson for us today about looking at surface fruit only.  When Jesus spoke to the multitudes and 
to the disciples in Matthew 23:25-28 He was saying that religious appearance is not enough.  He says in 
verse 27, “For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are 
full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. (28) Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, 
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”  The religious leaders were more concerned with 
outward appearances and neglected inward purity. 

Read 2 Timothy 3:1-9 

The rise of false teachers teaching a false doctrine, and the increase of moral decay, the Bible says will 
increase as we get closer to the return of Jesus.  Jesus described the doctrine that was being promoted 
at the church at Thyatira in Revelation 2:24 as the “depths of Satan”. What are the depths of Satan?  
Matthew Henry’s Commentary calls the depths of Satan “Satanical delusions and devises, diabolical 
(meaning wicked, ungodly, unholy, satanic, demonic, related to the Spanish word diablo, which means 
devil) mysteries.”  Jezebel was teaching the church at Thyatira to commit sexual immorality, and idolatry 
because they were fulfilling the lusts of the flesh. How do you protect yourself against false teachings?  
Because people think theology is dry and boring, they avoid studying the Bible.  Those who refuse to 
learn correct doctrine, however, are susceptible to false teaching because they are not fully grounded in 
God’s truth. 

Perverting God’s Grace Read Romans 6:1-23 

Jennifer LeClaire writes in her book, “Jezebel’s false teachings convince believers they are in right 
standing with God because of the grace of God, even though they keep practicing the same sin without 
any godly sorrow or real desire to change.  God is long – suffering and He will forgive us.  But we must 
confess our sins in order to receive forgiveness and cleansing from our faithful, just and loving God.”  In 
Romans 6:1-2 Paul presents a very important question, “Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  
Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?”  It is by grace thru which we have been 
saved, through faith we receive salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9). Grace is all abundant, all sufficient, glorious, 
great, manifold, rich, and undeserved.  Because we are believers of Jesus Christ we are under grace, 
we stand in grace, we grow in grace, and we inherit grace! What a privilege to be favored of God!  But 
Jude warns us that this wonderful grace that we so freely receive can be abused.  “For certain men have 
crept in stealthily [gaining entrance secretly by a side door].  Their doom was predicted long ago, ungodly 
(impious, profane) persons who pervert the grace (the spiritual blessing and favor) of our God into 
lawlessness and wantonness and immorality, and disown and deny our sole Master and Lord, Jesus 
Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One) Jude 1:4, Amplified. 

Yes, Romans 5:20 is true, “where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.”  But teaching that God 
pardons sin before we repent twists the Gospel of Christ, and waters down the power of the cross!  
Instead of understanding that salvation is freedom from sin, freedom in sin is being taught as grace. Do 
you see the difference?  It is not possible to think we can continue in sin, and have fellowship with God.  
We deceive ourselves if we think so. 



Reflect - Leonard Ravenhill said, “When there’s something in the Bible churches don’t like, they call it 
legalism.”  It is important that we seek Jesus continually in our daily walk with Him, for a healthy balance 
between understanding the powerful, deep love of God, and having a healthy, reverential fear of the Lord.  
We have often heard the saying that the Bible is not like a bag of trail mix.  We can’t pick and choose 
what we want and what is true for our life.  In the 13th chapter of Ezekiel, the Lord is telling Ezekiel that 
the spiritual leaders of the nation would say, “the Lord says,” and the Lord told Ezekiel, “but I have not 
spoken.”  The leaders of Israel contributed neither in prayer, example or advice to the people to turn them 
back to God.  If the spiritual leaders of the nation during that time, did not seduce the people into a false 
doctrine, and instead stood and proclaimed truth, in word and in deed, the nation would have been 
brought to repentance.  Look at the spiritual leaders today.  Leaders in your church, leaders of your city, 
leaders of your state, leaders of our nation.  Are they, are you, a leader that proclaims God’s truth?  Paul 
taught his spiritual son Titus that “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in the present age” (Titus 2:11-13).  What does this scripture mean for your life 
today, to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts? What does it mean for you to live soberly, righteously and 
godly? 

Confess – Do you think a call to obedience and holiness are a threat to your freedom, and your 
independent spirit?  God will forgive us of anything no matter how horrific.  But we must, “freely admit that 
we have sinned and confess our sins, He is faithful and just (true to His own nature and promises) and 
will forgive our sins [dismiss our lawlessness] and [continuously] cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
[everything not in conformity to His will in purpose, thought and action] 1 John 1:9, Amplified. 

God’s Word is full of promises for your life.  They are yours to be taken!  They are yours to walk in!  And 
one of the promises I love about our Father is that the Bible reminds us over and over again that Jesus is 
waiting and welcoming us into a deeper, more intimate relationship with Him.  Jeremiah 29:13 reminds us 
(I’m paraphrasing) that when we seek the Lord, when we inquire for and inquire of….Him, we will find Him 
when we seek Him with all of our heart! He is the pursuer of your soul Beloved, and loves you more than 
you could ever comprehend!  My prayer for you is that above all else, in everything that you do, in 
everything that you say, that you would seek Jesus in and for every area of your life and that if you have 
not experienced the transforming power of Jesus in your life, that you would!  


