
Defeating Jezebel 

Week 2 – A Royal Rebuke 

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (Revelation 2:7) 

I believe that we are all leaders to someone.  It doesn’t take a title, a paygrade or a position to define a 
leader.  I am a leader to my children.  I influence them, I serve them. I lead and guide them.  I love and 
protect them.  How will you know if someone is a leader for Jesus Christ?  Jesus said in Matthew 7:16, 
“You shall know them by their fruits”.  There are many who hold leadership positions in the Body of Christ, 
the church, that may look innocent as sheep, use religious language, and sound spiritual.  But if their 
life, your life, does not bear the good fruit of obedience to Jesus’ teaching, they are false guides.  
“When Christian leaders start making newspaper headlines for causing instead of relieving suffering, it 
damages the faith of many believers who believed they were sowing their time, money and very lives into 
a righteous ministry.” 

The Bible offers many examples of how sexual immorality and idolatry was running rampant in their 
congregations.  In these two examples, “Both churches had strong attributes, yet both met with rebuke.” 

The Church at Corinth Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-8 & 6:12-20 

1 Corinthians was Paul’s instruction to his most problematic church. The location of Corinth made it a 
center of the trade routes passing from east to west.  This brought prosperity, and prosperity brought 
luxury and immorality.  “To live like a Corinthian” meant to live in gross immorality.  There were many 
pagan temples located in Corinth that encouraged this promiscuous, naughty, lustful, and immoral way of 
life.  In spite of their immoral living, “the church was flowing in spiritual gifts, and miracles were taking 
place.  The Corinthian Christians developed conflicting favorites to different human teachers.  Paul 
rebuked the church for making idols out of men.”  In 1 Corinthians 1:12-13 he said, “I am of Paul,” or “I am 
Apollos,” or “I am Cephas,” or “I am Christ.”  Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul?” Some in the church of Corinth also thought it did not matter what one did 
with his body, because the spirit was the important thing. Paul rebuked them also for allowing sexual 
immorality in their midst. The leaders in the church had condoned incest in one of their members (5:1-2), 
and allowed some of their members to visit prostitutes (6:12-20). Why was it important Paul address this? 
Because just as a little leaven makes the whole lump of dough rise, so any sin in the church tends to 
corrupt the whole (1 Corinth 5:7).  

The Church at Thyatira Read Revelation 2:18-29 

The church at Thyatira had not lost their love for God.  Jesus commended them for their love, their 
service, their faith, and their patience in the midst of difficulties.  But the church was housing a self-styled 
prophetess who, like Jezebel in the Old Testament, was leading God’s people into immorality and 
idolatry.  Jesus said that she and all her followers will be judged, but those who remain faithful to Him will 
share in His rule over the world (Revelation 2:25-28).   

As you can see from both examples, Jezebel teaches that the body is unimportant to our spiritual 
condition.  But as we read in the scripture readings above, our bodies as well as our spirits are for the 
Lord (1 Corinth 6:13).  What we do with our bodies does affect the whole personality of who we are. In the 
introduction that you read last week, it answers the question, how does leadership in the church (globally) 
become blinded to allow this spirit to operate in the house of the Lord?  “This spirit has infiltrated in some 
churches, because we have allowed it to infiltrate in our own lives on a personal level.”  



Reflect - According to Covenant Eyes 64% of Christian men and 15% of Christian women view 
pornography at least once a month.  71% of teens hide online activity from their parents.  83% of boys 
and 57% of girls have seen group sex online.  69% of boys and 55% of girls have seen same sex 
intercourse online. These numbers are devastating. We live in a sexualized culture that cultivates a multi-
billion dollar a year industry.   A couple of years ago Fifty Shades of Grey was all the rage for women of 
every age.   TV hosts on morning shows sat giddy in their chairs as they talked about the contents of the 
book.  Finally!  An erotic book that’s geared towards woman!.....The devil is not smart.  He has been 
using the same deception, the same tactics, and the same strategies as he did during the times of David, 
Solomon, and in the church of Corinth and Thyatira.  As Paul instructed the church of Corinth to, “Flee 
from sexual immorality” (1 Corinth 6:18), this must also be your consistent lifelong response to sexual 
temptation and sin.  You must not give it any consideration or justification in your life.  Remember, Jesus 
said that Jezebel teaches and seduces His servants to commit sexual immorality.   

Confess – The spirit of Jezebel is subtle.  Just because you may not be addicted to pornography, or just 
because you may not be having sex outside marriage, does not mean that you are immune.  Jennifer 
LeClaire wrote in her book, “Whenever we sit by and watch sin unfold without speaking the truth in love 
we are tolerating (and perhaps even endorsing by our silence) Jezebel’s move in our midst.  So why do 
we tolerate Jezebel?  Beyond a lack of understanding about what Jezebel truly is, part of the problem is 
the “Hollywood Christianity Syndrome” that buys in to the hype without looking at character.  But there is 
also lack of discernment in the Body of Christ that stems from believers relying on others to tell them what 
the Bible says instead of developing an intimate relationship with Christ themselves.” Confess in prayer 
and ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart, for He is the discerner of all things. 

My prayer for you is this, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us.  We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but 
not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed, always carrying about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body (2 Corinthians 
4:8-10).   

 

 


